BASIC RELIGION: A STUDY IN GANDHIJI'S RELIGION

progress. And this is the conclusion in which his mind
came to rest after a continuous and relentless search for
nearly fifty years, the idea that Truth is God. He draws
attention to the fine distinction between this and an earlier
conclusion of his that God is Truth and explains that the
final statement excludes none, not even the atheists, for
many of them have been more passionate votaries of Truth
than most theists.1 This claim of his to have reached bed-
rock in his search after Reality is admitted by even Pandit
Nehru, who though perplexed by, and impatient of, the
conflicts and contentions of religious peoples and systems,
admits himself to be a humble camp-follower of the grand
army of the religious soul, if religion is the disinterested
search after Truth that Gandhiji affirmed it to be and
illustrated in a heroic life of experimenting with Truth.3 *

The second basic principle of Garidhiji's religion, also
illustrated in life-long practice, is that religion is an all-
pervasive influence and not an affair of temples or of sacred
days or rites. This again is an idea inherent in every
religion, for which religion has not claimed to lay down the
law for the whole of life, though almost all of them have
succumbed to the spirit of other-worldliness, offering an ark
of refuge for frightened man or pointing to an unearthly
triumph, when defeated in the struggle, to mould the world
according to their patterns? But Gandhiji refused to
accept that way of escape and insisted on religion maintain-
ing itself in the world, transforming and revolutionizing it.
Like Gurudev Tagore, he had no use for a God worshipped
in a temple with the doors all shut. He dared to assert
that there is no God in temples to which the lowliest and
the least of His creatures are not admitted and consistently
refused to enter temples not open to the outcastes. Like
Gurudev, he too saw his God bound with all His creation
and met Him in the toil and the sweat of the world's
dirtiest occupation. Politics was to him an indispensable

1 See N. K. Bose: Selections from Gandhi, p. 4,
** Nehru : Autobiography, p. 380.
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